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WORST ENEMY

numbers say that isn’t neces-
sarily the case. Again we ask
why? Why did that Air Force mo-
torcycle rider drink, speed, and
then fail to make that turn? The
answer, or at least part of the an-
swer, could be in education—or
lack thereof. Because, you see,
only nine percent of those dead
riders had attended a formal,
hands-on cycle safety course like
the Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion (MSF) Better Biking Program.
This program teaches even ex-
perienced riders how to react
properly in an emergency situa-
tion. Reacting properly is the key
to surviving. Dr. Harry Hurt, him-
self a biker, studied over 900 bike
mishaps and found that in over 75
percent of them, the biker made
the wrong move or no move at all
to avoid the mishap. In view of
these stats, we are going to have
to start rethinking our attitudes on
riding if we are to

survive.

Another part of the answer
could be harder to get at. How
many of us can truthfully say that
we know—

e how fast we can really stop

that muscle-bike of ours;

e how to use out-tracking to

avoid a road hazard,

e what happens to the attitude

of the bike when we grab a
handful of brake after com-
ing into a corner too hot;

e what lane position is rightin

all situations?
How many of us use the
following?

TAC ATTACK

* The two-second following
distance rule (or do some of
us think that we can out
brake that car driver, sowe
tail gate?)

¢ A head check before pass-
ing or making lane changes

® The lane split when traffic is
heavy

How many of us would be
dumb enough to lend our bikes to
a buddy not knowing how well he
or she can ride? (Six of last year's
fatalities were on borrowed
bikes.) And if you can believe it,
14 of those killed were riding
without helmets!

Without trying to sound like a
know-it-all, | think | may have
another answer to those whys. It
is our ego that gets us bikers into
most of our troubles. | can re-
member that my first ride on my
first bike took all of 2.5 seconds!
At the age of 16 my ego would not
allow me to admit | did not know
how to ride. So | popped the clutch,
twisted my right wrist while the
front wheel clawed the air, and
the bike bounced off from the
garage wall as | watched from the
prone position. Real
dumb—right? You bet it was
dumb. But it is the same kind of
ego that allows a biker to get
drunk, borrow a ‘‘friend’s’’ bike,
and take off.

| may have sounded pretty neg-
ative about our chances on the
road, and | may have stepped on
a few attitudes, but my only con-
cernis for us, the bikers. Let's
swallow some of that pride, admit

By TSgt Donald G. Stormoen
388 TFW Ground Safety

that we may not know it all, and
get some more training. After all,
we are in a constant training
mode to learn our jobs, so why
not apply that same concept to
something as complex as riding
that new high-tech motorcycle?
(By the way, 80 percent of the
fatal crashes involved bikes over
500 cc.)

So let’s clean up our own act
before we throw stones. Sign up
for that Better Biking program or
MOST Il course at your base. If
there isn't one in your area, write
to the Motorcycle Safety Founda-
tion, Chadds Ford West, P.O. Box
279, Chadds Ford, PA, 19317, or
call toll-free 800-441-7676. Or
better yet, offer your commander
or safety office your assistance
and become involved, become an
MSF Instructor.

If you are ever in the area, stop
in, and we'll talk scoots; or call
me at AUTOVON 458-3402. >
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